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Editorial 
by Ann Miller 

 

T 
he sun is shining, and I am sitting inside starting to write this issue’s editorial, but no 
worries it will be all change tomorrow.  What a changeable period in the weather we 
have been experiencing.  Unlike last year no extreme temperatures, but a fair amount of 
rain and endless weeding of my patio. 

We haven’t had as many articles for this issue, as many contributors are probably away 
enjoying some sun. 

The articles we do have inform us about the many activities that have taken place during this period. 

On behalf of the magazine, I would like to add our welcome to the Reverend Daf Meirion-Jones and 
his family to Holmer Green. 

It has been lovely to hear from the many young people who belong to various scouting groups 
(beavers, cubs and scouts).  In reading their varied articles we find out that they have all been in-
volved in a variety of activities and badge awarding pursuits.  Well done to all involved in their 
achievements. 

There was some very sad news from one of our many village clubs.  After thirty-four years of 
providing activities and company for many folks the Lantern Club is having to close.  It is obviously 
a sad time for all involved, both attendees and those who have provided all their support over the 
years. 

Many congratulations to all involved in the Music on the Common event this year.  The weather 
gods were looking down kindly on the event this year and everything seemed to be just right, and it 
appeared to be a great success.  Thanks to all the contributors, visitors and especially the organising 
committee. 

One final message from the Holmer Green Today team.  We would like to take this opportunity to 
thank one of our former team colleagues, Nick Reynolds.  Thanks for your contributions to the mag-
azine over the years, enjoy your “retirement,” best wishes. 

Enjoy the rest of the summer. 

 

Editor:  Ann Miller  .........................   57, Winters Way  715483 

 E: ennaliz@hotmail.com 

Coordinators: 

 Advertising etc.: Jo Kettle ...................................  27, Earl Howe Road 07890-135170 

  E: jokettle13@gmail.com 

 Articles etc.: Vacant - any Volunteers? -Please!!   

 Articles etc.: Linda Meatyard  ....   24, The Rosary  07832 990311 

 E: linda.meatyard@hotmail.co.uk 

Magazine Distribution: Linda Meatyard  ....   Contact information as above. 

Treasurer:  Ann Sollars .......................     15, Watchet Lane  713420 

Typesetting & Layout design: Peter Rawbone  .....   1, Hollyberry Grove 
  

 

The publishers cannot be held responsible for any errors or omissions nor can they be held accountable for 

the accuracy of advertisements nor for the editorial information sent to them and reserve the right to reject or amend it. 

Please note the copy deadlines for the last 2024 edition is: 

6th November With advertisements two weeks in advance of this please. 

Advertising Rates 

Full Page: Black & White - £52.50; Colour - £70.00,  Half Page: Black & White - £31.50; Colour - £40.00, 

Quarter Page: Black & White - £18.00; Colour - £22.00,  Eighth Page: Black & White - £10.50; Colour - £12.50 
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Please refer to the Village Contacts list for the contact details for each event/activity 

We recommend you contact the relevant person to check that the event, location and times are correct before you go along for the first time. 

Equally, if you would like your event/activity to be included here, please contact Jo Kettle, whose information is on page 2. 

       Regular Events and Activities        

Beavers, Cubs and Scouts 

Holmer Green Beaver Scouts Scout Hut, Parish Piece Mondays, 5.30pm – 6.30pm.  Wednesdays, 5.45pm – 6.45pm. 

Holmer Green Cub Scouts Scout Hut, Parish Piece Mondays, 6.45pm – 8.15pm.  Thursdays, 6.45pm – 8.15pm. 

Holmer Green Scouts Scout Hut, Parish Piece Wednesdays, 7.00pm – 8.30pm. 

Church Services 

Christ Church (C of E) Christ Church, Holmer Green 
Services every Sunday at 10.00am, except the 2nd Sunday of every month when the service 
is held at Holy Trinity Church, Penn Street, at 10.00am. 

Holmer Green Baptist Church Baptist Church  
Wednesday service : every Wednesday afternoon: 1.30pm –2.15pm.  
Sunday service : every Sunday morning, 9.45am –11.00am. 

Holmer Green Methodist 
Church 

Methodist Church  
Services most Sundays at 10.30am.  We share the occasional service with Tylers Green 
Methodist Church.  When we visit Tylers Green, Holmer Green Methodist Church is closed.  
All are welcome. 

Rainbows, Brownies, Guides and Rangers 

1st Holmer Green Rainbows Village Centre Mondays, weekly, 5.00pm – 6.00pm. 

1st Holmer Green Brownies Village Centre Wednesdays, weekly, 5.30pm – 7.00pm. 

4th Holmer Green Brownies Christ Church Centre Thursdays, weekly, 5.30pm – 7.00pm. 

1st Holmer Green Guides Village Centre Fridays, weekly, 6.30pm – 8.00pm. 

Kingfisher Rangers Village Centre Mondays, fortnightly, 7.00pm – 9.00pm. 
 

871 (Penn) Squadron ATC 
871 Sqn HQ, Sir William Ramsay 
School, Hazlemere 

Tuesdays, 7.30pm – 9.30pm.  Fridays, 7.30pm – 10.00pm. 

Art and Craft Group Methodist Church Every 3rd Saturday, 10.00am – 12 30pm. 

Coffee Morning Methodist Church Every 1st Tuesday, 10.00am – 12 noon. With book and puzzle swap. 

Community Café Christ Church Centre Every 4th Saturday, 10.00am – 12 noon. Tea, coffee and a chat. 

Holmer Green Stroke Club Christ Church Centre Tuesdays, weekly, 10.00am – 12 noon.  For persons affected by communication problems. 

Holmer Green WI Village Centre Every 3rd Wednesday, 2.00pm. 

Holmer Green Youth Club Youth Club, 18 Parish Piece 
Open for Y6 – Y11.  Please refer to the website for full details: 
www.holmergreenyouthclub.org.uk 

Link–Up Bereavement and 
Friendship Group 

Christ Church Centre 3rd Friday of each month, 11.00am – 12 noon, followed by a shared lunch. 

Oasis Kids Baptist Church Every Sunday morning, 9.45am – 11.00am. 

Oasis Toddlers Baptist Church Every Tuesday morning  (term time only – pre–booked admission), 9.30am – 11.00am. 

Rummikub Rossetti Hall 1st & 3rd Friday of each month, 2.00pm – 4.00pm 

Sensory Garden Volunteers Sensory Garden, Earl Howe Road 
2nd Wednesday of each month.  We hold a volunteer “roll up” between 9.15am and 12 noon 
at which we welcome any potential volunteers to join us for a taster session. 

Short Mat Bowls Holmer Green Sports Association Tuesdays, 7.00pm – 10.30pm. 

Souper Lunch Christ Church Centre 2nd and 4th Thursdays, 12.30pm – 2 00pm, for a light lunch and a chat. 

The Holmer Green Churches 
Together Women's Fellowship 

Christ Church Centre or  
Baptist Church 

1st and 3rd Thursdays of the month from 2.00pm. 

Tiddlywinks Baby, Toddler and 
Under School Age Group and 
Their Carers 

Christ Church Centre Mondays, term time only, 1.30pm – 3.00pm. 

Wednesday Pop–In Baptist Church 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of each month,  12.30pm – 1.30pm. 

Whist Club Rossetti Hall Thursdays, weekly, 1.30pm – 3.30pm. 

Who Let The Dads Out Baptist Church 2nd Saturday morning of the month, 9.30am – 11.00am. 

Wycombe Centre National Trust 
Support Group 

Hazlemere Community Centre 
4th Friday of the month at 2.15pm, except December (please enquire). 
Weekly talks, regular outings, holidays. 

Youth Club Baptist Church 
Every Sunday, term time only.  Years 6 to 8: 6.45pm – 8.00pm.  Years 9+ : 8.00pm – 
9.30pm. 
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       Village Contacts       
 

Churches 

Christ Church (C of E) 
Vicar: Rev Daf Meirion-Jones (likes to be called Daf) 
Parish Office: Featherbed Lane – 715195,  E: office@pshg.org, www.pshg.org 

Holmer Green Baptist Church Pastor: Anthony Smith, Office – 712479,  E: secretary@holmergreenbaptist.org.uk 

Holmer Green Methodist Church 
Minister: Rev Rachael Prince – 562491,  E: revrprince@gmail.com 
Steward: Mr Richard Dorme – 716897 
HG Prayer Link: Mrs Barbara Illingworth – 712236, E: barbaraillingworth@yahoo.co.uk 

Day Nurseries and Pre-Schools 

Blue Willow Day Nursery Mrs Keeley Cox – 490230,  E: managerholmergreen@bluewillow.co.uk 

Holmer Green Village Centre Pre-School  07709-657399 

Poppies Day Nursery and Preschool Miss Stacey Montgomery – 716789,  E: holmergreen@poppiesdaynursery.com 

Football 

Holmer Green Football Club Mr Rob Shed – 716318, 07539-267948,  E: shedcan@me.com 

Holmer Green Girls Football Mrs Samantha Lewin – 07919-095792,  E: sam.c.lewin@gmail.com 

Holmer Green Juniors Football Mr Matt Brades – 07927-484324,  E: matt@badgerway.plus.com 

Girlguiding Contacts for Rainbows, Brownies, Guides and Rangers 

1st HG Rainbows (Mondays)  E: firstholmergreenrainbows@gmail.com 

1st HG Brownies (Wednesdays)  E: firsthgbrownies@gmail.com 

4th HG Brownies (Thursdays)  E: diana.burman@btinternet.com 

1st HG Guides (Fridays), and general GG enquiries Mrs Vicki Fleming – 07823-478200,  E: firsthgg@hotmail.com 

Kingfisher Rangers (Mondays)  E: kingfisherrangers@gmail.com 

To register your daughter to join, or to volunteer,  
please go to : 

www.girlguiding.org.uk 

Hall Bookings 

Church Centre 
Mrs Sue Kinnon – 715195,  E: office@pshg.org 
Mrs Carol Hornsby – 07980-265485 

Rossetti Hall (Bookings) Parish Clerk – 715429, E: bookings@littlemissendenpc.co.uk 

Royal British Legion (Hall Bookings) Miss Freya Abear – 711144, E: club@holmergreenbritishlegion.com 

Village Centre (Hall Bookings) 
Mr Paul Fleming – 0870-765 6450,  E: bookings@holmergreenvillagehall.org.uk 
www.holmergreenvillagehall.org.uk/book-a-hall/ 

Schools 

Holmer Green First School and Pre–School 712050,  E: office@holmergreenfirst.bucks.sch.uk 

Holmer Green Junior School 713000,  E: office@hgjs.co.uk 

Holmer Green Senior School 712219,  E: plascottl@holmer.org.uk 

 

871 (Penn) Squadron ATC 256141, E: 871@rafac.mod.gov.uk 

Art and Craft Group Mrs Kathleen Wiltshire – 713964 

Beamond End Residents Association Secretary: Mr Tom Robertson – 712040, E: jtrobertson55@gmail.com 

Chadwick Ladies Club Mrs Gaynor Spiller – 713739 

Cherry Garth Care Home Mr Francisco Paes  – 711681 

Coffee Morning, Methodist Church  Mrs Lesley Orange – 712072 

Mrs Kathleen Wiltshire – 713964 

Community Café – Tea, Coffee and a Chat, 
Christ Church Centre 

Mrs Carol Hornsby – 714075 

Hazlemere and Widmer End Good Neighbours 
Including Holmer Green 

Mr Peter Pearman – 711570,  E: peter.pearman@btinternet.com 

High Wycombe Model Engineering Club Mr Peter Bowman – 712031,  E: peterrbowman@aol.com 

Holmer Green Beavers, Cubs and Scouts Mrs Jenny Sorenson – 713877 

mailto:revrprince@gmail.com
mailto:bookings@holmergreenvillagehall.org.uk
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       Village Contacts - continued       

Holmer Green Cricket Club Mr David Stockings  E: holmergreencricketclub@gmail.com 

Holmer Green Players Mrs Laura Chapman  E: secretary@holmergreenplayers.co.uk 

Holmer Green Sports Association Ms Laura Ripley – 711485,  E: admin@hgsa.co.uk 

Holmer Green Stroke Club Mrs Mary Coker – 812162 

Holmer Green Village Society Secretary : Mrs Penny Thickett – 07976-230371, E: membership@holmergreenvillagesociety.co.uk 

Holmer Green Women’s Institute Mrs June Lynch – 07967-548545,      E: holmer.green.wi@gmail.com: www.holmergreenwi.weebly.com 

Holmer Green Youth Club 
Mr Michael Turner – 07907-343110, E: holmergreenyc@gmail.com 
www.holmergreenyouthclub.org.uk 

Link–Up Bereavement and Friendship Group Mrs Joan Toye – 718466,  E: joanrtoye@gmail.com 

Little Missenden Parish Council Parish Clerk – 715429,  E: clerk@littlemissendenpc.co.uk 

Royal British Legion – Women's Section Mrs Wendy Tomlin – 713789 

Rummikub 713372 

Sensory Garden Volunteers Mr Martin Little – 07384-633259 

Short Mat Bowls at HGSA Chair: Mr Bob Day – 712284,  E: bobday954@gmail.com 

Simply Walk Ms Fiona Broadbent – 475367 

Souper Lunch for a Light Lunch and Chat,  
Christ Church Centre 

Mrs Joan Wainman – 716726 
Mrs Carol Hornsby – 714075 

Squash Mr Dave Clyne – 07866-738338,  E: membership@hgsrc.co.uk:   www.hgsrc.co.uk 

The Holmer Green Churches Together Women's 
Fellowship 

Mrs Mary Jay – 814767,  E: maryajay691@gmail.com 
Mrs Coralie Reynolds – 714473, 07745-118120,  E: coraliereynolds@btinternet.com 

Tiddlywinks Baby, Toddler and Under School 
Age Group and Their Carers 

Mrs Joan Toye – 718466,  E: joanrtoye@gmail.com 

VPA – The Holmer Green Gardening Association Terry and Val Owen – 256678,  E: secretary@hgvpa.club,  www.hgvpa.club 

Whist Club 713372 

Wycombe Centre National Trust Support Group Mrs Janet Saul E: janetsaul29@gmail.com 

DATA PROTECTION REGULATION 2018 (GDPR) 

We believe the magazine complies with GDPR.  However, should anyone wish their details to be removed from this list 

please advise a member of the Team, whose information is on page 2. 

Equally, if you would like your organisation to be included, please contact Jo Kettle, whose information is also on page 2. 

MOTORISTS 

Please don’t forget that 

Pavements are for 

Pedestrians! 

mailto:holmer.green.wi@gmail.com
http://holmergreenwi.weebly.com/
mailto:holmergreenyc@gmail.com
http://www.holmergreenyouthclub.org.uk
mailto:membership@hgsrc.co.uk
mailto:maryajay691@gmail.com
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OUR CONGRATULATIONS GO TO 

Lin & Malcom Instone, who celebrated their Golden Wedding on 3 August  

and our 

SINCEREST CONDOLENCES GO TO THE FAMILY AND FRIENDS OF 

Maureen Chapman – 1st October 1936 - 7th June 2024, 

Geoffrey Pattenden who passed away - 8th June 2024 & 

Jill Richardson – born in 1936 and passed away - 22nd June 2024 

SERVICE ADVERTISER Page Telephone 

Chemists Fox Pharmacy  29 713360 

Conversion Service for ‘Older Audio’ Convert Old Audio  13 713553 

Fitness Training etc. PureFitness Bucks Ltd  28 07851 754167  

Funeral Directors Arnold Funeral Services  28 472572 

Funeral Directors Beacon Funeral Services  34 818181 

Garage Services and MoTs Holmer Green Garage  13 713185 

Garage Services and MoTs Holmer Green Service Centre  10 715058 

Garden Services Mike’s Garden Services  32 817441 
Hall Hire Holmer Green Royal British Legion  21 711144 

Hall Hire and Sports Facilities Holmer Green Sports Association  32 711485 

Newsagent and Tobacconist J Walsh  16 714466 

Plumbers & Heating Engineers S & R Select Plumbing & Heating Ltd  28 715254 

Plumbing Repairs, Heating Engineers Boilerguard (UK)Ltd  33 07468 695025 

Reflexology, Head Massage etc Clare Reflexology  16 07751 013698  

Supermarket SPAR  16 716549 

Take Away Food South Hill Fish & Chips  13 711240 

Unisex Hairdressers HG Hair  16 713580 

Window, Door Repairs & New Installations The Window Doctor  10 01865 891776 

Please do Shop Locally 
Please support the below advertisers (and local shops!) and tell them that you are 

responding to their advertisement in Holmer Green Today  

“ use ’em or lose ’em!” 

 

HELP TO KEEP THE VILLAGE COMMUNITY INFORMED! 

AN ADMIN CO-ORDINATOR AND A LAYOUT DESIGNER / TYPESETTER ARE URGENTLY 
REQUIRED TO JOIN THE MAGAZINE TEAM. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CALL 

ANN ON 01494 715483 
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PARISH COUNCILLORS SERVING HOLMER GREEN 

Mr Neil Darvill E: ndarvill@littlemissendenpc.co.uk   

Mrs Michaela Darvill E: mdarvill@littlemissendenpc.co.uk    

Mrs Jane Fallon E: jfallon@littlemissendenpc.co.uk   

Mr David McMillan E: dmcmillan@littlemissendenpc.co.uk   

Mr Colin Thirsk E: cthirsk@littlemissendenpc.co.uk   

Vacancy    

Vacancy    

Do you care for our Village and would like to serve your community?  Why not consider becoming a Parish Councillor? 
If so, please contact the Parish Office in Rossetti Hall for more information 715429 

Clerk –  Ms Dianne Camier E: clerk@littlemissendenpc.co.uk 

Assistant Clerk –  Ms Lynne Lusby E: assistant.clerk@littlemissendenpc.co.uk 

Open Spaces and Compliance Officer – Mr Paul Isom  E: openspaces@littlemissendenpc.co.uk 

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE COUNCILLORS SERVING HOLMER GREEN 

Mr Mark Dormer E: Mark.Dormer@buckinghamshire.gov.uk  

Mr Mark Flys E: Mark.Flys@buckinghamshire.gov.uk 01494 431980 

Mr Jonathan Waters E: Jonathan.Waters@buckinghamshire.gov.uk 07966 037916 

LOCAL VILLAGE SERVICES 
The Holmer Green Village Society’s web site - www.holmergreenvillagesociety.co.uk 

contains some recent electronic editions of Holmer Green Today. 

SOME USEFUL NAMES & TELEPHONE NUMBERS 
British Gas - Emergencies 01753 – 571570 

Bucks County Council (the old Chiltern District Council!) 01494 – 729000 

Carers Bucks 0300  – 7772722 

Chiltern Dial A Ride 01494 – 766123 

Chiltern House Medical Centre, High Wycombe (formerly at Dragon Cottage, Holmer Green) 01494 – 439149  

Chiltern Railways 03456 – 005 165 

Crimestoppers 0800 – 555111 

Hazlemere Library 01296 – 382415 

Holmer Green Dental Practice 01494 – 718318 

Highfield Surgery, Hazlemere 01494 – 813396 

MP for Chesham and Amersham:– Ms Sarah Green, House of Commons, London, SW1A 0AA. 
E: sarah.green.mp@parliament.uk 

0207 – 2193000 
01494 – 721864 

Men in Sheds—an Age Uk project 01844 – 348831 

Police – Thames Valley 999 or 101 

Police – Thames Valley/Community Support Officer  101 

Red Cross 01494 – 552664 

Refuse Collection 01494 – 586 550 

Stoke Mandeville Hospital 01296 – 315 000 

Thames Water - Emergencies 08459 – 200 800 

The Silver Line helpline (advice to older people) 0800 – 470 8090 

Traveline 0871 – 2002233 

Tourist information - High Wycombe Library 01296 – 3824152 

UK Power Network for loss of electrical supply 105 

Wycombe General Hospital 01494 – 526161 

Minor Injuries and Illness Unit (at Wycombe General Hospital)    111 or 526161 
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WHAT’S ON — AND WHERE 
WHY NOT CUT OUT AND KEEP THE DATES AND THE ADVERTISERS PAGES SUMMARY. ONCE YOU HAVE READ YOUR MAGAZINEAND RE-CYCLE THE 

2nd September Chadwick Ladies - Antiques Quiz Village Centre - 2.00pm 

7th September VPA Annual Show Church Centre - 7.45pm 

9th September OpportuniTEA Café opening HGSA - 08.30am 

16th Sept. Chadwick Ladies - ‘Eccentric London’ Village Centre - 2.00pm 

19th Sept. VPA Talk - “Behind the scenes at the BBC Television Centre” Church Centre - 7.45pm 

22nd Sept. Harvest Festival at 10.30am Methodist Church 

28th Sept. Community Café / Macmillan Coffee morning Church Centre –10.00am 

30th Sept. Chadwick Ladies - ‘Princess Margaret—A Controversial Life’ Village Centre - 2.00pm 

30th Sept. BOPAG host Golden Years Free Activities Day - 10.00am –1.00pm High Wycombe Library 

2nd October Baptist Church - 9 day Study Tour of the Seven Churches of Asia  

5th October Filling the boxes for the charity Love in a Box Methodist Church - 10am 

14th October Chadwick Ladies - Macmillan Tea Party Village Centre - 2.00pm 

17th October VPA - A fun quiz compered by Brian Fisher Church Centre - 7.45pm 

28th October Chadwick Ladies - ‘Lacey’s Family Farm’ Village Centre - 2.00pm 

2nd November Bonfire Night Fireworks HG Sports Association 

3rd November Service of Memory & Thanksgiving Christ Church -3.00pm 

11th November Chadwick Ladies - ‘The History of the Pantomime Dame’ Village Centre - 2.00pm 

21st November VPA Annual General Meeting Church Hall - 8.00 pm 

25th November 
Chadwick Ladies - ‘The History of Bekonscot Model Village and 
Railway’ 

Village Centre - 2.00pm 

9th December Chadwick Ladies - ‘Dinner and Entertainment’ Village Centre - 7.00pm 
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GOLDEN YEARS FREE ACTIVITIES INFORMATION DAY 
Bucks Older People’s Action Group (BOPAG), in collaboration with the Princes Centre and Age UK, are 

hosting the 2024 Golden Years event on Monday the 30th of September 2024. It will be held this year in 
the High Wycombe library in the Eden Centre and will run from 10 am until 1 pm. 

The aim is to reduce social isolation and loneliness for our elderly communities and will offer free 
information on social activities, volunteering opportunities and age appropriate exercise classes. 

Plans are to offer a fashion show, a singing group and lots of workshops for people to enjoy on the 
day, all free of charge. There will also be free refreshments for our attendees and free goodie bags to 
take away. Do come along and enjoy what is always a happy and useful event. 

If you can offer age-appropriate activities or options and wish to attend as an exhibitor, please 
contact Paula Watts, BOPAG Administrator on 07753 987973 

Elizabeth Aylward 

THE LANTERN CLUB – THE END OF AN ERA 
Sadly, on July 29th, after nearly 34 years of service, The Lantern Club held its last meeting.  The 

decision to close the club was very difficult but unfortunately, despite our best efforts, we were unable 
to fill the leadership roles needed to take the club forward.  A Special General Meeting was held on July 
15th to approve this decision, in accordance with our Constitution as a registered charity.  The 
Committee is now undertaking the formalities required by the Charity Commission. 

We have been very heartened by the messages of appreciation and thanks we have received from so 
many people following the announcement of the closure.  We celebrated our years of service at the last 
meeting with a buffet lunch for our members and volunteers together and we welcomed some old friends 
too. 

Very many thanks go to all our wonderful Monday volunteers and cooks, past and present, and to all 
the organisations which have supported us over the years, including the Village Centre and Hazlemere 
and Widmer End Good Neighbours.  And also, of course, to our lovely elderly members who were such a 
delight and made Mondays something we all looked forward to. 

Ann Sollars 

CHADWICK LADIES CLUB 
Many members of the club enjoyed a coach outing in July to the historical town of Stratford Upon 

Avon, where lunch had been organised on one of the river boats, followed by a walk around the town. 

Erica Cunningham entertained us with her flower arranging and her life as a florist.  

Simon Kearey gave an interesting talk on the beginnings of the Ridgeway National Trail and the many 
other trails that can be walked in England. 

At the end of July, we met for a social and delicious cream tea before the summer break. 

We meet again in early September with an Antiques Quiz and talk by Richard Anderson. 

Judy Gilligan 
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HOLMER GREEN VILLAGE SOCIETY – A BUSY 6 MONTHS OF 2024 
It’s been a really busy first half of the year for the Holmer Green Village Society culminating in Music on 

the Common on the 13th July.  This year we were blessed with perfect weather which means we didn’t have 
the chaos of last year when we had to cancel one day before hand. 

This year’s event filled the common with extra stalls and exhibitors and enabled us to re-design the 
common to fill the middle, making it feel much more intimate and less of a vast expanse of open space. We 
spent a lot of time working on the layout and getting the extra exhibitors and feedback was good, so we’re 
already planning for next year’s event. As usual, a massive thanks to the event team and the many volunteers 
we rely on to put on such an event, and Sarah Green our local MP who opened the event and spent a lot of 
time with us visiting the stalls and judging the cars. 

One of the really interesting stalls at Music on the Common was the exhibit of the Holmer Green Jubilee 
Sensory Gardens. Garden volunteers, dressed in the specially commissioned gardens uniforms, and were on 
hand to show the updated layout with the 3D model. They also created a unique treasure hunt game using grid 
references on a screen. The garden team have just completed a major update to a previously scrub area of 
land especially for the younger visitors. A new grass pyramid has been constructed near the teaching area 
with seating for small children, it’s well worth a visit. 

We continue to invest in the gardens and are delighted that we now have three students completing their 
Duke of Edinburgh awards by building something in the gardens; well on the way to completion is the new 
water feature which is next to the new sensory panel. 

Elsewhere in the society we are continuing to lobby the Integrated care board and the council for news of 
the planned extension of Roberts Ride and Highfield doctor’s surgeries that were part of the Tralee farm 
planning application and also reminding the council that the integrated care board have also specified the 
same two doctors for increased capacity to service the Terriers Farm development in Totteridge. 

Plans for the next two events are well underway with the Fireworks event at the Sport’s association on 
November 2nd and Christmas by the Common on December 1st. 

Simon Jones 

NEW VICAR IN PENN STREET & HOLMER GREEN 
With a name like Dafydd Meirion-Jones you would expect me to have a broad Welsh accent and come 

from Llanelli – Sadly, I was born in Canterbury, grew up in Surrey and am more regularly accused of sounding 
Australian than Welsh!  I’m married to Boo (yes that’s really what she’s called!) and we have seven children 

aged 29 to 11.  Apart from that we’re almost normal…. 
After 6 years teaching Geography, I trained for ministry in the Church of 
England and have served in churches in Exeter, Preston in Lancashire, 
Chessington and Gerrards Cross, before coming to Holmer Green.  I love 
watching any sport – but only displayed any aptitude at rugby.  I love eating 
most things – and it shows.  I love walking the dog through the Bucks 
countryside and am hoping this will lead me to develop the sleek athletic figure 
of my border collie. 
We’re very excited about settling into village life having enjoyed our first 
“Music on the Common” and a couple of Sundays at Christ Church Holmer 
Green.  We’ve sampled The Square, had my hair (& beard!) cut in HG Hair, 
enjoyed fruit and veg from Nathan’s Fruit and Veg and even benefitted the 
convenience of the Spar. 
I’m praying that Christ Church Holmer Green and Holy Trinity Penn will be 
places where people come and find out why Jesus is such good news and how we 
can find meaning, security and purpose in the love of God. Why not try a 
service at 10am one Sunday?  You’d be very welcome. 
I’ll be doing some assemblies in Curzon Church of England School and Holmer 
Green First School so you will see me around.  And if you’re ever caught short 
walking the dog in Penn Wood, just come and knock on The Vicarage door – the 
worst thing that could happen is that we’re out! 
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THE PARISH OF PENN STREET AND HOLMER GREEN 
Our new vicar, Revd Daf Meirion-Jones, was licensed to take over our Parish on Wednesday, 17th July, 

in a crowded Holy Trinity Church, Penn Street.  After such an inspiring service, we look forward to his 
ministry among us. 

The short season of Cream Teas has finished.  They were as popular as ever and the takings were 
augmented on some Sundays by Uncle Wainwright’s superior Bric-a-Brac stall. 

We are still offering refreshment of a different kind at Souper Lunch on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays 
of the month in the Church Centre from 12.30 – 2 pm, always with a good selection of home-made soups 
and cakes. 

Our Community Cafe will continue on the 4th Saturday morning of each month in the Church Centre 
from 10.00 - 12 midday on 24th August, 28th September, 26th October and 23rd November.  We will 
not meet in December as the date is too near Christmas.  We will resume in 2025 on Saturday 25th 
January. 

We have a special Community Cafe on Saturday 28th September at which we will combine with the 
national Macmillan coffee morning.  We will be having wonderful cakes, a raffle and a Bric-a-Brac table 
to help raise funds for this special charity.  Please come and support Macmillan as all funds will go 
straight to the charity.  Bring your friends, enjoy some of our delicious cakes and good company but 
most of all help to raise funds for Macmillan. 

Tiddlywinks Autumn term begins on Monday 9th September, 1.30pm – 3pm. until Monday 21st October 
inclusive.  The Half-Term holiday starts on Monday 28th October returning on Monday 4th November. 

We meet term time only in Christ Church Centre, Holmer Green.  All babies, toddlers and  under-
school age children and their carers are welcome.  No pre booking is required. For further information 
please ring the Parish Office, the parish website (detailed below) or ring Joan Toye 01494 718466.  

Linkup Bereavement Friendship Group meetings are usually on the 3rd Friday monthly at 11am for 
coffee and biscuits followed by an optional shared lunch from 12 noon to1.30pm in the Church Centre. 

All who have been bereaved either recently or longer ago will be warmly welcomed. 

Our Annual Service of Memories and Thanksgiving will be on Sunday 3rd November at 3pm in Christ 
Church, Holmer Green.  There will be an opportunity to enter your loved one’s name in our Book of 
Remembrance and to light a candle in their memory during the service. Refreshments will be served in 
the Church Centre after the service.  For further information please ring Joan Toye on 01494 718466 
or the parish office as below. 

At the meeting of the Churches Together Women's Fellowship on 4 July we enjoyed a talk by David 
Gantzel on the History of Hazlemere, and on 18 July the choir from Curzon School sang at our Summer 
Social.  We now have a summer break until 19 September, when we shall have a Holy Communion service 
at the Baptist Church at 2pm led by Pastor Anthony Smith.  We meet on the first and third Thursdays 
in the Christ Church Centre or the Baptist Church, usually at 2 pm, and all ladies are welcome. 

Most of our activities take place in the Church Centre, Featherbed Lane, Holmer Green HP15 6XQ.  
Our services are held in Christ Church or the Church Centre, or Holy Trinity Church, Penn Street HP7 
0PX.  For more information, contact the Parish Office in the Church Centre, 01494 715195, open on 
Tuesday and Friday mornings from 8.30 – 12.30, email office@pshg.org or go to the website 
www.pshg.org. 

Hilary Hide 
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THE HOLMER GREEN PLAYERS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Spooktacular Performance 
Last month (July) the village theatre group, Holmer Green Players put on a flawless performance of 

The Addams Family.  With four sell out performances, the 20+ strong cast put on a memorable display 
and received rave reviews from the audience. 

Long-standing member of the group, Sam Eden watched one of the performances and shared her 
review:  

“Having been a member of the group for over 20 years, I don’t miss many shows but due to other commitments I 
was unable to be a part of this production and boy do I regret it now… Still of course a massive supporter of the 
group, I went to see the Thursday performance and WOW! 

I must say I was a little sceptical, the Addams family in July and 30-degree heat, didn’t seem right but actually it 
didn’t matter whether it was the height of summer, Easter or Halloween, this performance was truly memorable. 

The storyline centred around Wednesday Addams (played by new member Samantha Easden), the ultimate princess 
of darkness, who was harbouring a shocking secret that only her father, Gomez (played by Stuart Cullom) would 
find out; she had fallen in love with a sweet, smart young man from a respectable family! Gomez Addams had to 
do something he’s never done before - keep a secret from his beloved wife, Morticia (played by member of 30+ 
years (Cath Dunleavey). The action takes place at the Addams family home when they host a dinner for 
Wednesday’s “normal” boyfriend and his parents. All the usual clan were also present - Uncle Fester (played by 
Jason Middleton), Lurch (played by Jacob Powell), Pugsley (played by Tom Crichton) et al. 

The show was not only made up of brilliant acting but some fantastic upbeat songs, laugh out loud comical moments 
and stunning choreography. A highlight had to be a tense and steamy tango between Gomez and Morticia which 
was executed brilliantly. 

Expertly directed by Mark Bolkonsky the group oozed professionalism throughout. I was blown away by the 
performances from every single cast member. Particularly Stuart Cullom who played the role of Gomez… this role 
was made for him! The characterisation you could tell Stuart had taken a dedicated approach to because it was 
flawless… worthy of a West End stage without doubt. It was only Stuarts second show with the group too, I have 
a feeling that this won’t be the last lead role for him as he has a real talent.  

But everyone was outstanding. It was plain to see the work, dedication and enthusiasm that had gone into this show. 
From the set to the sound, costumes and make-up, everything was exceptional. Well done to all involved, but a 
special thank you to Mark for his vision and expertise in direction for the group, it really was fantastic”. 

The group is now on a well-earned break for the Summer, but its back in to auditions and rehearsals 
from September for the 2025 productions including Bugsy Malone (performed by the junior group in 
late March) and Piece de Resistance in February.  To ensure you don’t miss out on future productions by 
The Holmer Green Players, join their mailing list via their website www.holmergreenplayers.co.uk or 
follow the group on Instagram holmer_green_players 
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GARDENING MATTERS 

I discovered on a recent holiday based at 
Nairn in Scotland, after sensing the distinctive 
aroma of the open flowers, a large area where 
Rosa rugosa, commonly known as “The Beach Rose” 
had established on the sand dunes. This is not one 
of Britain’s native roses, but there are cultivars 
of this rose that can be planted in our gardens.  
They all have highly scented flowers. I like the 
cultivar ‘Roseraie de l’Haÿ which has cupped to 
flat, 
double, rich purple-red flowers continually 
throughout the summer. These are followed by 
large, decorative, rounded bright red rosehips.  
This cultivar has beautiful light green, wrinkled, 
disease resistant leaves that can display spectac-
ular autumn colouring when grown in a very sunny 
situation. It is often found growing in gardens as 
a specimen shrub, planted with other shrub roses 
or grown as a hedge, where it can form an impene-
trable barrier. 

This brings me to mention a book that was 
first published in 1965 entitled “The Concise 
British Flora in Colour”. Included in the family 
Rosaceae are thirteen distinct species of wild 
roses, and as there is much more interest now in 
planting and establishing British wild flowers it 
would be lovely to see more of these roses grow-
ing in British gardens. Many of us are familiar 
with seeing Rosa canina “The Dog Rose” growing 
wild in our hedgerows in Holmer Green. It  
produces single flowers during the early summer. 
Some plants produce deep pink flowers, others 
pale pink and others white flowers. Other native 
species are available to purchase including Rosa 
spinosissima which grows wild in Scotland. This 
species has fern-like foliage, cupped, single 
creamy white flowers with pale yellow stamens 
followed by spherical purplish black hips. Rosa 
villosa is a native shrub rose with aromatic grey-
green leaves. It has fragrant pink flowers fol-
lowed by apple shaped, bristly crimson fruits. Ro-
sa rubiginosa is a vigorous briar rose with pink 
flowers followed by spherical hips that are used 
to produce rosehip oil. 

Autumn is a very suitable time for planting 
trees and shrubs as the soil is still warm. This  
encourages good root production during the win-
ter months and before signs of new growth  
become evident the following spring. 

For deciduous trees and shrubs, i.e. those that 
shed their leaves during the autumn, I prefer to 
plant these just before leaf fall. Roses are 
regarded as being deciduous, although some old 
species roses and their close relatives can be 
classed as semi-evergreen, especially if they are 
growing in sheltered situations. Other roses can 
also maintain some of their leaves during milder 
winters. 

The majority of roses that are available to 
purchase can be obtained as potted plants at the 
garden centres or as bare-rooted plants that are 
delivered directly to a home address from the 
nursery where they have been produced. Potted 
roses are usually lifted from the nursery beds 
during the winter months when shoot growth has 
ceased. These plants are then pruned and potted 
into deep four litre pots and distributed to gar-
den centres in the spring. It takes several months 
for the rose plant to produce an extensive root 
system within the pot. If the plant is knocked out 
of the pot too early most of the compost will fall 
off the roots. So, if potted plants are purchased 
in the early part of the year they should be left 
in their pots until early June before planting in 
the garden.  This allows the new roots to bind the 
compost together, thus avoiding root disturbance 
at time of planting. After planting it is important 
to keep these plants well-watered for the first 
few weeks. This will aid establishment and lead to 
growth of new shoots. 

Bare-rooted roses are lifted from the nursery 
bed in batches from late autumn to winter. Any 
damaged roots are pruned and then the soil is 
washed from the roots. The shoots are pruned 
back lightly. After wrapping the roots to prevent 
them from drying out, the plants are then put  
into a large lined waterproof parcel and-
dispatched to the buyer. On receipt of bare-
rooted roses the package should be opened imme-
diately and the rose plants should have their 
roots plunged into water for 24 hours. They can 
then be planted out into the garden.  
The advantages of bare-rooted roses are that 
they are dormant and they are cheaper than pot-
ted roses. Because garden centres only keep a 
limited stock of roses there will be more choice 
when selecting from a rose nursery catalogue. 

Enjoy your garden this autumn. 

Brian Fisher 

Rosa canina Rosa canina fruits Rosa rugosa 

Roseraie de l'Hay 

Roseraie de l'Hay fruits 
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As we approach the end of Rev Rachael Prince’s first year with us, we extend a warm welcome to Rev 
Dafydd Meirion-Jones the new vicar of Christ Church Holmer Green and Holy Trinity Penn Street as he 
begins his ministry in this community. 

The Lamphouse singers’ concert in May was very well supported with over seventy attending.  It was 
an excellent programme of well-known songs and raised over £1000.00 for Alzheimer’s disease. 

Also well attended was a cake and produce sale in aid of Love in a Box charity and money donated will 
help with transporting the filled boxes later in the year.  We are having a morning in church covering 
and filling the boxes with the essential items and treats which we have been collecting over the months 
for children and young people in Eastern Europe.  Please come along and help on Saturday 5th October 10
-12, refreshments will be provided.  If you would like to donate items or make a monetary gift you can 
still do so, for information please ring Jane 01494 713721. 

The Methodist Church will be celebrating Harvest festival on 22nd Sunday September at 10. 30am. 
Followed by coffee, please join us. 

Our monthly coffee mornings continues to thrive, please do pop in if passing the church.  Every 1st 
Tuesday 10-12 with a book and puzzle swap.  The monthly craft group is flourishing.  We also have card 
making (for a small fee) and several people come with their painting, sewing, knitting, colouring etc or 
just come for a coffee and chat.  We take our own packed launch and eat together from 12.30. 

On Thursday 19th December AT 7.00pm there will be a production of “A Christmas Carol” followed by 
coffee and mince pies.  No admission charge but any donations with be shared between One Can Trust – 
a food bank based in high Wycombe serving the town and wider area of south bucks providing weekly 
food parcels to those who need our help.  And ALL We CAN – rooted in Christian faith.  It is an 
international development and relief organisation, started by a group of methodists 30 years ago, 
working globally to find solutions impacted by disasters poverty and injustice. 

The performance is excellent, given mainly by one person so may not be suitable for younger children, 
however this is at discretion of parent or guardian.  Everyone is welcome. For more details ring Sharon 
01494 716897 or Lesley 01494 712072 

Lesley Orange 

NEWS FROM HOLMER GREEN METHODIST CHURCH 
As I write, it seems that summer has finally arrived just in time for the school holidays.  It’s a time 

when life might adopt a slightly slower pace, and parents are grateful for good weather so kids can play 
in the park or garden. But we are also in the early days of the Olympics, which will be followed by the 
Paralympics later in August.  I love the Olympics; it’s a chance to see sports on the TV which we don’t 
often see and a chance to see athletes coming together competing at the top of their game. 

However, ‘there’s nothing like the Olympics to make you feel that you haven’t achieved anything in 
your life’ – these were words said by my grown-up daughter when she was visiting at the weekend.  It 
was said in jest in response to those still in their teens who are competing in all sorts of disciplines, but 
it voices a fear that was evidenced recently.  The fear of underachievement.  This came out in the top 
three in a study about fear which I think is quite sad but one that I recognise.  How often do we make 
ourselves a slave to fear? fear of trying something new like a new hobby or a change of career, letting 
something go, setting something down, the fear leaving a job that gives security but a poor work/life 
balance?  Fear of trying church?  If you have seen any of the swimming, you will have seen Adam Peaty 
talking very openly about the journey he has been on over the last three years.  He did not take enough 
rest after the last Olympics and his world both in and out of the pool came crashing down.  He needed 
to discover who he was outside of the pool.  During this time, he found a faith in God, a faith that 
helped to rebalance his life and put the competition to achieve into perspective. 

Returning to church or coming for the first time is hard, but please be assured of a welcome from 
others who are also on a journey.  None of us are perfect, but God welcomes us all, nonetheless. 

Join us for worship on Sundays at 10:30am at our church on Earl Howe Road, or pop into our coffee 
morning on the first Tuesday each month (10-12) or our craft morning on the third Saturday of each 
month (10-12:30).  If you would like to speak to me about baptism or marriage, please contact me on the 
details below. 

Rev. Rachael Prince - revrprince@gmail.com - 01494 562491 



Page 18 

 

 The quarterly magazine is purchasable at J Walsh (Newsagents),  

Providing News and Views for more than 30 years 

LOCAL THEATRE-GOER’S DIARY :  September to November 2024 
For your entertainment, close to home, are some really great nights out locally during the next three months. 
There are also many big name, One Night Events, Tribute Acts, As Live Screenings, so do check out all the websites for full 
details. 

Compiled since 2010 by Mark Thorburn  

(Continued on the next page) 

High Wycombe - WYCOMBE SWAN (4 miles from Holmer Green) 

St Mary Street, High Wycombe HP11 2XE 01494 512000 : ww.wycombeswan.co.uk 

Chesham - THE ELGIVA THEATRE & CINEMA (8 miles from Holmer Green) 

St Mary’s Way, Chesham HP5 1LL : 01494 582900 : www.elgiva.com 

Aylesbury - WATERSIDE THEATRE (13 miles from Holmer Green) 

Exchange Street, Aylesbury, Bucks.   HP20 1UG 0844 871 7615 : 
www.ambassadortickets.com/Aylesbury-Waterside-Theatre 

Watford - PALACE THEATRE (18 miles from Holmer Green) 
20 Clarendon Road, Watford, Herts WD17 1JZ 01923 25671 : www.watfordtheatre.co.uk  
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Scrooge finds

(Local Theatre-goers Diary continued.) 

Sonning - THE MILL AT SONNING (20 miles from Holmer Green) 

Sonning Eye, Reading RG4 6TY : 0118 969 8000 www.millatsonning.com 
Dinner Theatre : Ticket, Pre-Show Meal, Programme & Parking included  

Windsor - THEATRE ROYAL (19 miles from Holmer Green) 
Thames Street, Windsor, Berkshire SL4 1PS : 01753 853 888 : 

www.theatreroyalwindsor.co.uk 
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 THE LIFE OF THE PARSLOW FAMILY - CORRECTED 
The Parslow family has farmed in this area for over a hundred years.  John’s grandfather is buried in 

Holy Trinity churchyard, Penn Street.  Grandfather Thomas Parslow was born in 1889 and he lived in 
Mop End in the Griffin pub where he was publican. He also rented two fields in Woodrow. 

Thomas’ mother was Mary, maiden name Saunders.  She had two sons Charles and Thomas.  
Grandfather was a churchwarden at Holy Trinity church and was very friendly with the agent for Penn 
house. a Mr. Widdowson.  He told Tom that Penn Street Farm, a sixty/seventy acre farm, was going to 
be let, he offered it to Tom, but he was not in a financial position to afford it. 

In 1928 he moved to Penn Street farm, there were two cottages one called Holly Cottage, the other 
was used by a workman.  Tom started with cows that had to be milked by hand and he grew crops and 
hay to feed the animals. 

Tom, my dad, married Elsie (neé Hatch) who was born on 21st June 1891 and lived at Winchmore Hill 
Farm.  Her father was Joseph and mother Hannah (maiden name Taylor).  Tom and Elsie married on 28th 
June 1922 in Penn Street church. 

Brother Charles was a landlord of the Hit or Miss.  He also took a farm at Coleshill and married 
Evelyn. 

Tom and Elsie had three children, a son Norman born 20th October 1924 (who died of pneumonia), 
John born 1930 and Eileen born 12th January 1935.  John went to the old Curzon school from the age of 
four consisting of two classrooms and a stove in the middle of the room fuelled by coke was the heat 
source.  He took a packed lunch to school each day.  At the start of the second world war a school from 
Emsworth in Hampshire was evacuated to Woodrow High House.  The headmaster advised John’s dad 
that he would benefit from a prep school, so he went to Dean Close in Cheltenham as a boarder for two 
years.  He could have taken his exams, but labour shortage at the end of the war meant that his father 
needed him back on the farm. 

Mother Elsie’s father was Joseph Hatch from Winchmore Hill Farm situated opposite the Potter’s 
Arms.  Their family consisted of four sons and five girls.  Joseph set up a chair making factory in 
Whielden Lane, Winchmore Hill.  The wooden buildings at the Squirrel pub were used by the Miles family 
to make chairs.  Joseph had a good business head; he would buy up old cottages and had new house built 
in Winchmore hill.  My mother lived with her parents in Woodrow Farm till her father gave it up and 
rented Child’s Farm at Woodrow.  They eventually went to live in Hazlemere near the shops.  Joseph was 
well known and respected in Wycombe.  He would often be seen driving a horse and cart to Wycombe to 
visit the bank, estate agents and solicitors etc.  

Thomas continued to farm at Mop End and in the late 1930s he took on Shardaloes Rough Park and 
grazed his dry cows there (cows not in milk).  It was hundred acres running from Mop End Lane down to 
the cricket ground at Amersham.  The biggest plot was approximately seventy acres.  There were a lot 
of hawthorn bushes growing but come war time the land was needed for ploughing and it was given over 
to the nation.  The Ministry of Agriculture ordered the land to be cleared.  Dad was getting on at this 
point, so he gave up the land to George Brazil who had a sausage factory in Amersham.  Dad meanwhile 
continued to farm and used Shardaloes old hound kennels to keep pigs.  Albert Lee who lived in the lodge 
opposite Penn Street Turn walked through the woods to feed the pigs.  At hay time at Mop End, mother 
made a jug of tea and brought it out with me (a young boy).  My mother was very good with horses, she 
used a horse rake to clear the fields.  A horse rake had two large wheels at the side and spokes in 
between to collect the loose hay.  It had a seat on it for mother to sit on. 

We had two German prisoners of war working on the farm, they were farmers at home in Germany.  
Mother paid them a tanner a day, they were very grateful.  My sister Eileen helped mum in and outside 
of the house.  She had a horse (Crystal)which she enjoyed riding and took part in horse shows. 

Father died in 1967 and his wife Elsie had a stroke, after spending time in hospital she went into a 
home at Prestwood.  One day Elsie went missing, she had discovered some stairs and had walked down 
into the cellar! 

I inherited the farm from my parents but went on to sell it because there was no profit in it.  (At 
this point, the Common Agricultural policy had not come in to help farmers.)  I was advised by the Penn 
House estate agent, Jimmy, to keep one field.  My father had a property, Rose Cottage, which he rented 
to a workman who had one son.  The workman, Bill Glasspool, lived there with his family and son.  He said 
that the cottage was damp, so I employed Darlington of Amersham to modernise the property, including 
putting in a bathroom.  The cottage next door, called Crendon, was owned by the family of Mrs. Dennis.  
There was no water or electric in the cottage, but large tanks were sunk in the garden to collect 
rainwater and the privy (toilet) was in the garden. 

Mrs. Dennis who lived in Crendon cottage needed to go into hospital.  I visited her and she told me 
she was thinking of selling up and going to live in sheltered housing in Chesham.   

(Continued on page 31) 
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1ST HOLMER GREEN SCOUT GROUP 
As usual all sections have had a busy summer, as the leader’s reports show. 
It is with regret that we said farewell to Ruth, Beau and Tom the Thursday cub pack leaders.  Ruth 

has served the group for 18 years and I would like to pay tribute to her long and dedicated service. 
She has led the pack with various groups of new leaders and always run an imaginative and enjoyable  
programme for the Cubs. 

Beau and Tom have been with us for almost two years and are now moving out of the district.  I am 
grateful for their hard work and commitment. 

We welcome Nick, an ex-scout in our Group who will become one of the Thursday leaders and we are 
looking to recruit at least one more leader.  We also welcome Danielle who will assist Jarrod with the 
Monday pack. 

I would also like to congratulate Bella Reid on achieving the Chief Scout Gold award.  Only the fourth 
Gold attained by a scout in Holmer Green.  A number of Cubs achieved the silver award and  
congratulations go to them as well. 

In September, a number of children will move from Beavers to Cubs or Cubs to Scouts with Beavers 
joining from the waiting list 

I would like to thank the committee and number of parents and children who gave up a Sunday  
morning recently to clear all the weeds and brambles from both the scout Hut and old fire station sites. 
Fortunately, the weather was kind. 

Neil Spencer  Group Scout Leader 

 
BEAVER REPORT 

The Beavers had a busy and exciting term. They visited the woods where they built dens, saw who could 
build the highest free standing twig tower and did a nature scavenger hunt.  They gained the 
navigator stage 1 badge, where they had to locate themselves on a map.  Identify a number of features on 
the map.  Learn the four cardinal points of a compass.  Show that they understood how to dress 
appropriately and what equipment they would need on an outdoor activity.  And use a map during an 
outdoor activity.  They also managed to find the time to take part in the annual inter-colony football match 
and sports evening against our friends at Maple Beavers. 

And if that wasn’t enough fun, they squeezed in a day out at the Bucks Beaveree and a sleepover. 

A Beaveree is a day full of fun and activities, which they joined in together with eight thousand 
other Beavers from around the County.  The Beaveree was held at Paccar campsite (near Chalfont St Peter)
with the theme ‘under the sea.’  The activities on offer were various art and craft bases, inflatables (bouncy 
castles, slides, obstacle course, helter skelter), caving, climbing, zorbing and they could even perfect their 
circus skills.  There were also shows from the Savage skills mountain bike display team, where they showed 
off their skills and tricks.  There were a lot of tired Beavers at the end of the day, but they all had big 
smiles on their faces and agreed that they had had a fun and enjoyable day. 

The sleepover started with a hike to Penn Street where we had tea.  Then some activities, based around 
the theme - D-Day landings.  Activity 1 – Had to bounce the ball (bouncing bomb) to burst the dam.  Activity 2 
- Land the paratrooper in the zone.  (On D-Day there was also an airborne invasion).  Activity 3 – Practise low 
level flying by throwing a glider under a rope.  Then it was back to the hut for a snack and another activity – 
baking cakes.  Couldn’t have a sleepover without a campfire, singing songs and toasting marshmallows.  After a 
bedtime story it was bedtime.  Some Beavers had to be woken up the next morning.  You would have thought 
they were late to bed!!  It was then time to pack up, have breakfast, gather all the goodies together 
(parachute, glider and cake) and wait to be picked up. 

The summer term ended with awarding Lucy and Max with their Chief Scout Bronze Award.  They both 
worked hard to gain the necessary challenge awards and badges needed to achieve the highest award in Bea-
vers. Well done and congratulations to both of you. 

Jenny Sorensen  Beaver Leader 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lucy and Max receiving their Chief Scouts Bronze Award 
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CUB REPORT 
The Cubs have had a great time getting out this term with a lot of den building and hikes around the  

surrounding area.  They have also enjoyed going kayaking at Taplow Lake, going on high rope's courses and 3G 
swing activities (even Baloo took part) at the Paccar Scout Activity Centre.  In June, the Cubs participated in 
The Big Help Out and picked up litter around the village and entered two scarecrows in the Olympic themed 
Scarecrow trail.  Our summer camp took place in Phasels Wood in late June, where the cubs had a fun-filled 
weekend filled with activities.  Additionally, nine cubs who had put in a lot of hard work over the previous two 
and a half years were awarded the Chief Scout’s Silver Award, the highest honour a cub can get.  We hope 
everyone enjoys their summer break and will see you in September. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jarrod Green  
Cub Leader 

 

This term in cubs, we did lots of activities.  We went kayaking at Taplow Lake, we did Olympic races and 
did some cooking.  We also went on Cub camp to Phasels Wood where we did abseiling, slack lines, climbing and 
zorbing.  We had a fun campfire with lots of singing and we roasted marshmallows. 

Sadly, three of our leaders left in July with Shere Khan and Raksha relocating to Banbury.  Bagheera, who 
has led our pack for 18 years finished and she will be really missed.  She has been my leader all the way 
through my time in cubs and has always made things fun and helped me achieve.  She even helped me get my 
Silver Chief Scout Award this term.  -Erin 1ST Holmer Green Cubs 

[More fun scouting images are on page 36] 
 

SCOUT REPORT 
The main activity for the Scouts this term was all around the Expedition Challenge Award, in which 5 

Scouts (Bella, Spencer, Evie, Lottie & Albie) managed to gain. 
It is not one of the easy Awards to gain as a Scout needs to take part in an expedition over two days with 

at least three other Scouts (to include a night away at a campsite).  During the expedition they have to cook 
and eat at least one hot meal, play a full part in the team, use a map to keep track of where they are and do a 
task, investigation. 

Before the expedition can be done, they have to do some training - plan the route, including rest and meal 
stops.  Brush up on how to use an OS map.  Think about what equipment would be suitable for the journey.  If 
that wasn’t enough, the award is finished off with doing a presentation. 

The Scouts walked from Penn Street to Paccar Campsite.  Then after a night’s sleep and cooking their hot 
meal, walked from Paccar Campsite back to the Scout hut.  They carried a full rucksack which not only  
contained their own personal kit but a share of the group equipment (tents, food, cooking utensils, stove and 
first aid kit). 

They all did an excellent job despite having to walk in the heat and humidity (one of the hot weekends we 
had in June), carrying a heavy rucksack.  They all bonded very well and kept each other’s 
spirits up.  They were always smiling and laughing. 
Not that they could take in what they had achieved at the end, due to their feet hurting 
and needing a good night’s sleep.  But once their feet had stopped hurting, they realised 
what they had done and how proud the Leaders and their parents were of their  
achievements. 
Congratulations to Bella on gaining the Chief Scout’s Gold Award.  This is the highest 
award you can achieve in Scouts.  It takes a lot of hard work and commitment as you have 
to gain 9 Challenge awards and at least six activity badges.  Well done, Bella. 
The challenge badges are World Challenge Award,  Skills Challenge Award,  Creative Chal-
lenge Award,  Outdoors Challenge Award,  Adventure Challenge Award,  Expedition Chal-
lenge Award,  Teamwork Challenge Award,  Team Leader Challenge Award and Personal 
Challenge Award 

Jenny Sorensen 

(Continued on page 24) 
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EXPEDITION CHALLENGE BADGE. 
This term, five scouts from 1st Holmer Green achieved their Expedition Challenge Badge which is awarded for 
planning and carrying out a hike over two days carrying all of the equipment, the five scouts were Spencer, 
Albie, Lottie, Bella and me. 

On the lead-up to the hike, we did lots of planning.  We started off by getting out an OS map and looking at 
possible routes we could take.  As our purpose for the hike, we decided on comparing different wooded areas, 
so we chose to go through as many woods as possible.  Overall, we went through three different woods: Hodg-
moore Woods, Hogtrough Woods and Mop End Woods.  After the route had been decided, we had to log each 
small section’s six-digit co-ordinates.  We then decided on our menu and what food and other things we need-
ed to bring with us. 

On the first day, we started at the edge of Penn Woods, next to the war memorial and walked up towards 
Hogtrough Woods and did our investigation.  Spencer hugged a lot of different trees to work out how wide 
their trunks are.  After about four hours, we finally hiked to Paccar (Hogtrough Woods) and did our investi-
gation and we put up our tents.  That day we had walked for 7 hours!  We then started cooking dinner.  For 
dinner, we had pasta with sausages.  We then washed up and when we got back to our pitch, we tried to light 
a campfire, however we were unsuccessful because none of the wood would catch.  After that, we went to 
bed – we were pretty tired! 

The next morning, we got up and made porridge for breakfast.  We washed up, put down our tents and got 
started on the return hike.  The first part of the hike was the same as the previous day.  We hiked up to 
Tesco to stop for lunch.  Finally, we walked to Mop End Woods and did our final tree investigation.  By then, 
we were so close, but it felt like we were another two hours away.  After 7 hours of walking, we finally got 
back to the scout hut in Holmer Green.  We worked well together as a team, and all felt really proud of our 
achievements.  We also need to thank our leaders, Andy and Sam, who had to walk behind us the whole time 
to make sure we were safe.  They even had to follow when we made our map reading errors! 

Evie 1st Holmer Green Scout Group 

(Scout Report continued from the previous page) 
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HAVE YOU HEARD OF PARAPROSDOKIANS? 

Winston Churchill loved paraprosdokians, figures of speech in which the latter part of a sentence or phrase is surprising or 

unexpected. 

 Where there’s a will, I want to be in it. 

 The last thing I want to do is hurt you, but it’s still on my list. 

 Since light travels faster than sound, some people appear bright until you hear them speak. 

 If I agreed with you, we’d both be wrong. 

 War does not determine who is right - only who is left. 

 Knowledge is knowing a tomato is a fruit. Wisdom is not putting it in a fruit salad. 

 They begin the evening news with ‘Good Evening,’ then proceed to tell you why it isn’t. 

 To steal ideas from one person is plagiarism. To steal from many is research. 

 I thought I wanted a career. Turns out, I just wanted pay checks. 

 In filling out an application, where it says, ‘In case of emergency, notify:’ I put “DOCTOR.” 

 I didn’t say it was your fault, I said I was blaming you. 

 Women will never be equal to men until they can walk down the street…with a bald head and a beer gut, and still 

think they are sexy. 

 Behind every successful man is his woman. Behind the fall of a successful man is usually another woman. 

 A clear conscience is the sign of a fuzzy memory. 

 You do not need a parachute to skydive. You only need a parachute to skydive twice. 

 Money can’t buy happiness, but it sure makes misery easier to live with. 

 There’s a fine line between cuddling and…holding someone down so they can’t get away. 

 I used to be indecisive. Now I’m not so sure. 

 You’re never too old to learn something stupid. 

 To be sure of hitting the target, shoot first and call whatever you hit the target. 

 Nostalgia isn’t what it used to be. 

 Change is inevitable, except from a vending machine. 

 Going to church doesn’t make you a Christian any more than standing in a garage makes you a car. 

 I’m supposed to respect my elders, but now it’s getting harder and harder for me to find one. 
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OPPORTUNITEA CAFÉ – OPENING SEPTEMBER 2024 
OpportuniTEA Café at Holmer Green Sports Association is a brand-new venture for Social Link, but 

it is a café with a difference as it will be providing hands on work experience for adults with learning 
disabilities wishing to get their independence and secure future employment. 

We are Social Link, a local charity with existing services in Wycombe and Aylesbury, supporting over 
150 members, all of whom are adults with learning disabilities. Since we opened the charities doors in 
2010, it has evolved and grown significantly. Starting as an evening club Social Link now has day services 
for teaching important skills for independence, a gardening crew who enjoy the outdoors and getting 
stuck into projects as well as a football squad who compete in a disability league.  

Everybody has a voice at Social Link and it was listening to our members that the idea for opening a 
café was added to the charity wish list. Wendy Dunn, Social Link CEO, is a great advocate for creating 
opportunities for individuals to both challenge themselves but also to gain new skills and grow in 
confidence. 

Wendy commented that “This is something completely new for our charity and we are 

keen to see it blossom.  We will be learning alongside our trainees and this will enable 

us to create a safe and supportive environment where every interaction, be it with 

customers or our staff, boosts their learning and understanding of the world of work. 

Since we first surveyed the local community in Holmer Green, we have been 

overwhelmed by the support, not only from residents but local businesses too.  We 

have an army of willing volunteers, each of whom bring their own set of skills and 

knowledge - we are very lucky to have them.  We feel very privileged to have been 

welcomed and look forward to working with local companies and community groups in 

the future.” 
The realisation of the OpportuniTEA Café project happened when the Faulkner Family approached 

Social Link wanting to raise money in memory of Michael Faulkner, their charismatic son and brother 
who didn’t let his disability hold him back but instead loved life. A magnificent ball was held at Latimer 
House and during the evening guests enjoyed a musical performance by Social Link members – there was 
not a dry eye in the room! The Faulkner family and their friends raised a whopping amount which is being 
used to equip the café and cover training costs. Our charity is very grateful to them all. 

The OpportuniTEA Café GRAND OPENING will be on Monday, 9th September, and will be open on 
Mondays and Tuesdays thereafter. 

Our trainees will start their formal training with us in October, this will mark the beginning of their 
12-18 month learning journey. Our trainees will get involved in every stage of running the café as well as 
gaining transferable skills which can be used in other sectors outside of catering and hospitality. It is 
hoped that this is the stepping stone our trainees need to progress to paid employment as they will have 
a portfolio of skills and achievements to present to any prospective employers. But in the meantime, 
they have been helping us to get the café ready alongside our CEO…!!! 

Our Team is looking forward to welcoming everybody in Holmer Green to join us at OpportuniTEA 
Café to enjoy delicious food and drink while actively supporting our trainees. 

Grand opening: 09/09/24 
Usual opening days: Mondays and Tuesdays 

Usual opening times: 8.30am until 4pm 

Address: Holmer Green Sports Association, 87 Watchet Lane, Holmer Green, HP15 6UF 

Free parking and children’s play area 

For more information about Social Link and OpportuniTEA café, visit their website: 
www.sociallinkcharity.org.uk 

Or Facebook page: #wherebeingyoucounts 
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MEMORIES OF DAYS GONE BY - CURTESY OF LINDA MEATYARD 
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THE OLYMPIC CHALLENGE TO US ALL 
As I write this, we are in day four of the Olympics in France.  We are doing really well. We are 

currently fourth in the medal table with 6 Gold, 9 Silver and 9 Bronze.  I have no idea how we will finish 
but of course as you read this you will.  That got me thinking about the Olympics and exploring some 
interesting facts. 

The first Olympic Games took place in 776BC 

They lasted up to six months, and included wrestling, boxing, javelin, discus and chariot 
racing. 

In 393 AD, the Olympic Games were cancelled and didn’t start up again for over 1,500 years! 

Emperor Theodosius I, (That’s a great name that just rolls off the tongue, try it now.) 
banned the Olympics due to the religious element.  He considered the Olympics to be a 
pagan festival, which had no place in his Christian country.  In 1896, Baron Pierre de 
Coubertin revived the games. 

The Olympic torch is a reminder of the Games’ Greek origins 

The torch flame is lit by the sun in Olympia, Greece, where the Greek Games were held.  Then, it’s 
passed from torch to torch in an international relay that ends in the host city.  Lit Olympic torches have 
flown on planes, stayed alight underwater, and scaled Everest!  Some unlit torches have even gone into 
space. 

The Olympic symbol was designed to include everyone 

The Olympic rings reflect colours found on the flags of all participating nations, so everyone is 
represented.  The overlaps represent international cooperation, the coming together of athletes from 
all over the world. 

Motor boat sailing, hot air ballooning, and tug of war all used to be Olympic sports 

Over time, different sports and events are voted into (or out of) the Olympic Games.  Some 
disappear, then return (like golf, or rugby), while others (running, deer shooting, or duelling pistols) go 
out of fashion forever. 

From 1921-1948, artists participated in the Olympics too 

In these games, painters, sculptors, architects, writers, and musicians all took part!  They competed 
for medals by creating works of art, that often celebrated the sporting successes going on at the same 
time. 

Until 1912, first-place Olympic medals were made of solid gold 

At the Paris 2024 Olympics, medals will contain a piece of original iron from the Eiffel Tower. 

The modern Olympic Games aren’t just about sporting glory – they’re about making friends, too! 

While competitive spirit is important, the Games are a great chance for people from countries around 
the world to meet up and get to know each other!  For the 16 days of competition, athletes from all 
sports, religions, nationalities and cultures live and work together.  0A great model of community life. 

 
What can we learn from this?  The Bible talks about running a race: - 2 Timothy 4:6-8 

“I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Now 
there is in store for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous 
Judge, will award to me on that day” 

All of us are in the race of life.  We all try but sometimes feel that we aren’t winning.  
However, it is truly taking part that counts.  Life is exciting and I believe a God given gift.  
Let’s embrace many of the ideals the Olympics stand for but most of all what the Bible 
teaches about being together as a community in Holmer Green. 

On that note I want to add our welcome to the new Vicar of Holy Trinity Penn Street 
and Christ Church Holmer Green.  I have already got to know him, and he is a great person 
and I know as churches we will work closely together as we seek to share God’s love in 
Holmer Green.  Welcome! All of you will find a warm welcome in any of the churches.  Why 
not come and find out more 

Blessings 
Anthony Smith (Pastor Holmer Green Baptist Church) 

https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/science/space/ten-facts-about-space/
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HOLMER GREEN FC - SUMMER UPDATE 
With the 2024-25 season already started for the First team, hopes are high that the gradual 

improvement of all the Club’s teams will be continued.  Our Combined Counties Football League Division 
One side are again at Step 6.  With no less than six “new” teams to play against as a result of 
promotions and relegations.  These being Chalfont St Peter, Colliers Wood United, Belstone, PFC 
Victoria, Windsor & Eton, and Staines & Lammas.  Manager Keith Scott, who greatly improved the team’s 
performances after taking over in the autumn, will be assisted by Jez Hodges whose association with his 
local club goes back to his early playing days.  The First XI have been drawn at home to Rothwell 
Corinthians in The Isuzu FA Vase. 

The Development XI will again be in UHL Division Two East and will be looking to improve on last 
season’s modest campaign.  Jack Lubbatt has stepped up to take on the Allied Counties U-18 XI.  He has 
already resigned himself to losing some of his more accomplished players from the last campaign’s very 
successful U-17 side.  Some of whom have already featured in the First XI friendlies.  The “Allieds” 
have been drawn away to Rayners Lane in The FA Youth Cup. 

There is now a fully functioning Women’s’ XI, under the stewardship of Matt Gilbert and Sam 
Brindley.  They are warming up very successfully in a Pre-Season Friendly League and will be playing in 
The Thames Valley Counties Women’s League this coming season. 

The Sunday XI have been promoted and placed in Division Two of The High Wycombe Sunday Football 
Combination. 

Age-Group teams and squads will again cover ages five to seventeen. 

Fixtures, Results, Match Reports, Statistics etc., can be found on the Club Website 
www.holmergreenfc.co.uk 

From the Under-12’s down, results are not published.  We have eight younger age-group teams/
squads in total to which this FA Rule applies. 

The whole Club is still looking for someone to become our Website Manager.  An appointment would 
take some of the pressure off many other Officers, and Committee Members.  The person appointed 
would not actually be required to join the Committee if they didn’t wish to. 

 
John Anderson – President - HGFC 

She gave me the option to buy the house, a price was agreed and I employed an architect to draw up 
plans to convert both cottages into one. 

Next to the cottages is a footpath leading down to Shardaloes, previously the home of the Drake 
family, formerly Tyrwhitt.  The spinney area was attached to land owned by Finchers House; I was 
interested in buying the spinney.  A price was agreed and the deal went through.  There was once a road 
leading from Beamond End to Little Missenden, but later closed as the council did not keep it in good 
condition.  In the past a good community spirit was created by the family of Wendy and Andrew Swann 
who organised events. 

Other memories from John are of Ben Hatt who lived in a cottage in Mop End.  John used to pick him 
up and take him to Penn Street Church where he sang in the choir for many years.  His wife, Viv, was in 
the women’s Land Army.  She worked for John and married Leonard Bryan, John’s late cousin.  They had 
a son Russell, Ben used to bring him up to the farm in a pram to show him the cattle and what was 
happening, he loved it.  When he grew up, he married Linda who we see most Sundays at church.  She 
often reminisces about what happened years ago. 

John Parslow 

(The Life of the Parslow Family, continued from page 20) 
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Would: any local Business or Organisation care to purchase space in Holmer Green 
Today to advertise their activities and at the same time support the Village? 
The annual sales are approximately one thousand two hundred. 

If so, please contact our Advertising Coordinator, whose details are on page 2. 

And … if anyone or local organisation would like to submit articles for future 
publication? 

If so, please contact the Editor whose details are also on page 2, it’s free! 
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